
THE OLD SAIL DRILL rait:-- -

d act ;.STORIES OF THE SEA
City Council Proceedings.
Columbus. Miss., Jan. S, 1909.

At a regular adjourned meeting
of the council held this date there
were present E. S. Donnell, mayor,
and Council Weaver, Snell, Vaughan,
McCIanahan, Moore and Steen.

The minutes of the January 4th
meeting were read and approved.

Maj. Battle Bell was before the

Councilman Weaver was unanimously
adopted:

"An Ordinance.
"Be it ordained by the mayor and

city council of the city of Columbus.
That a privilege tax of twelve dollars
and fifty cents is hereby created and
levied upon all agents of laundries in
other States engaged in the business
of collecting garments in this city and
sending them out of this State to be
washed and 'cundered and afterward
redelivered to their owners in this
city.

"2d. Be it further ordained, That
the provisions of ordinances 19-20- 4

of chapter XXI of the printed char-
ter and ordinances of this city shall
apply to and are hereby made a part
of this ordinance.

"3rd. Be it further ordained. That
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A CROSS ON HIS BACK.

It Was Made With Chalk, but Was
Too Heavy to Carry.

There Is a story of an envious tailor
current with the French peasantry.
He fancied that his neighbor, who re-

ceived a pension for the loss, of an arm
incurred while fighting "for his coun-
try, was better off than himself. Both
men went to pay their rent on the
same day.

"That's a lucky man," said the tailor
to the landlord. "He gets well paid
for his arm."

"But who would be willing to part
with an arm. even if he were paid for
It?" said the landlord.

"I would." declared the tailor.
"Your cried the landlord. "Why.

man, you wouldn't be willing to bear
anything of the sort, no matter how
much you were paid for it."

"I wish some one would try me."
"Now, see here," said the landlord,

who had studied human nature. "111
tel! you what If you'll wear even so
much as a chalk mark on your back
111 remit your rent as long as you
wear it on your coat so it can be seen,
the condition being that you tell no
one why it is there."

"Agreed," said the tailor eagerly.
"That's an easy way to pay rent."

So the chalk mark in the form of a
cross was made on the back of his
coat, and the delighted tailor sallied
forth upon the street.

Strangers and acquaintances hailed
him to tell him of the mark on his
back. Jokes were made at his ex-

pense, children laughed and pointed at
him, and his wife annoyed him with
questions and with conjugal familiari-
ty told him he was a fool. The usual-
ly amiable man grew surly and mo-

rose; he shunned men, women and
children and frequented back streets.
Before the week was up the tailor ,

found himself embroiled in a quarrel I'

with his best friend, his wife had
threatened to leave his house, and he i

considered himself miserable and ill
used.

Finally one night he took off his
coat and rubbed out the chalk mark
and said: "There! I would not wear
that cross on my back another week,
no, not if I could have all the money
there is in Paris!"

ROEIN HOOD NOT A MYTH.

Hero of Sherwood Forest Had a Court
Place Under King Edward II.

Many famous men have their names
linked with Sherwood King John, the
three Edwards, Richard III., Cardinal
Wolsey and Charles I. but the hero of
the place, the "genius loci." Is Robin
Hood.

Some think that the famous outlaw
of the ballads was a myth, a mere po-

etic conception and a creature of the
popular mind, but Mr. Hunter in his
research into the person and period of
Robin Hood holds that he was born
between 1285 and 1293, living through
the reign of the second Edward and
into the early years of the third. He
was of a family of some station seat
ed near Wakefield and supported the
Earl of Lancaster in his rebellion
against the government. When the
earl fell and his followers were pro-
scribed Robin Hood took to the woods
and supported himself by slaying the
wild animals found in the forest and
by levying a species of blackmail on
passengers along the great road which
united London and Berwick. This
continued for about twenty months,
from April. 1322, to December, 1323,
when he fell into the king's power,
who for some unknown reason not
only pardoned him, but gave him a
place at court. Anyhow, a man of the
name of Robyn Hode was a "varlet"
of the king In 1324.

Dr. Spencer T. Hall says that Robyn
was created Earl of Huntington by a
London ballad writer hard up for a
word to rhyme to Little John. Be
this as it may, Robin Hood will always
be the hero of romance, and those who
love romance will refuse to believe
that he never existed. London Globe.

Mansfield's Lonely Meals.
There were two meals which Mans-

field always ate alone breakfast and
the light repast of broth and oysters
late in the afternoon. An empty stom-
ach attacked his nerves and set hi3
temper on edge. In the morning he
was in no convenient mood until he
had the invariable coffee and bacon.
After a somewhat rigid abstinence
during the balance of the day and
evening the fatigue of a performance
edged his nerves till his midnight sup-
per, which, with a troop of friends
about him, warmed him into the sun-
niest humor of the - day. A book or
play was the companion of his solita-
ry meals. Paul Wilstach in Scribner's.

The Very First One.
The visitors In the historical mu-

seum gazed curiously at a small feath-
er pillow which nestled In a glass case.

"I don't see anything unusual about
that pillow," remarked one of the vis-
itors, turning to the guide.

"It's a very valuable pillow," replied
the guide. "That is Washington's
original headquarters." Lippincott's.

A Zoological Question.
The director of the zoological gar-

dens was on his vacation. He recelv- -
ed a note from his chief assistant,
which closed thusly: "The chimpanzee
seems to be pining for a companion.
What shall we do until you return?"
St. Louis Republic.

Two Words.
"There are two words that I feel

sorry for, j

"And they are?" i

"Blltherlag and egregious. Nobody
ever uses 'em except to call some one
an idiot or an ass. Louisville Courier--
Journal.
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Quenching a Blaze In a Hurry on
Board a War Vessel.

PRANK OF A TRICKY MASCOT.

Tbera Were Lively Times on Deck
When the Big Monkey Got Himself
Mixed Up With Hot Pitch and Gun
Cotton and Took a Trip Aloft.

We were making passage from Nor-

folk, Va., to Lisbon, Portugal. In the
- United States steamship Alliance. It

was shortly after 4 o'clock. I had just
sone to' my room' for a pipeful of to-

bacco when the sailtnaker came to my
door with a scared face. "Got any wa-te- r

in your room, Mr. Du Bois?" he
said.

"Yes; here's a pailful."
"For God's sake give it to mo quick!

The sail room's, afire, but don't say
anything! I'll have It out in a min-
ute!"

I handed him the pall of water, but
was not going to take any chances of
a. fire on a man-of-w- ar with fifteen
tons of powder not six feet away, so
I ran to. the ship's bell and rang the
fire alarm as furiously as I could. In
less time than it takes you to read this
hand grenades were being thrown and
water was pouring into the now sti
fling mass of burning canvas. Men
Jumped in among the great bundles of
furled sails and passed them out. and
when one could not endure the smoke
any longer anoflier took his place. At
last the danger was over, and I begaa
to look around and take stock of the
affair.

I had often wondered what I would
do in case of a fire on the ship. I
would save my watch. A watch Is
never used at sea, so it hung from a
look over my desk. I would be sure

Co take along my best girl's picture,
and there were a few other little be
longings which must not be parted
with. Well, when the thing was over,
what had I gathered together? Not
tny watch, not my best girl's picture,
not anything that I had thought I
would, but I had filled my pockets
with extract of beef and nothing else.
Dumb instinct, not a thought of any-
thing but of something good to eat in
dire extremity.

How did the fire start? The sail-make- r,

whose duty it is to keep the
sails in good order, is privileged to go
to the sail room at any time, but he is
supposed to always carry a peculiar
lantern, consisting of a common candle
set in a globe of horn, sufficiently
opaque to give enough light for his
needs there. ' The candle does away
with any danger from oil that might
le spilled and catch fire, and the globe,
being of horn instead of glass, pre-
cludes a possibility of breakage. This
time the sail maker, desiring a little
more light, had taken out the candle.
It bad dropped from his fingers away
doivn into the bight of a furled sail,
and the cloth had caught fire. There
was a terrible mess of burned and
smoky sails in there, and they were
all hauled up on deck and spread ovt
In the sun to dry and to find out just
what the damage was. In the bottom
of the room on the flnnr nne nf thp
men found the stump of candle and
put it In his pocket. The sailmaker
was a favorite on board, and the off-
icers never fouud out how the fire
started. They thought they knew.
The captain "broke" the sailmaker
that is, reduced him to the decks. But
he couldn't prove anything. So after

a week or so he restored him to his old
rankv

We came near having another fire
-- once, and, while It might have been
rery serious, it was really funny.

( We had several hundred pounds of
vgun cotton on board, and. fearing that
tit might have gathered dampness, the
gunner's gang got up the cases from
the magazine, pulled it all out and
spread It on the warm decks far aft in
the sun to dry. Away forward the
boatswain's mite and his gang were
busy with tar pots and ropes putting

jsome of their stuff in order.
We had on board a mascot In the

shape of a monkey, one of the largest
I have ever seen. He would stand
quite three feet high, and he was the
very Old Nick for mischief. lie was a
gTeat nuisance, that monkey, and must
always be doing what he saw any of
the men doing.

Well. Mr. Monkey saw the men with
the warm tar, .and nothing would do
but he must ibave a hand in the job
literally, so ha ran forward and dipped
his hands into the pot and in a minute
was all besmeared with the sticky
stuff; then he bolted aft as fast as he
could scamper and rolled In the gun
cotton, got himself well covered with
It and ran aloft Into the rigging. Sail-
ors have a saying, "The devil to pay
and no pitch hot." but the pitch was
hot this time, and the condition was
actually appalling. Some of the men
ran after Mm, but It was Impossible to
catch him. He was too shrewd for
that. The gunner's gang gathered up
that gun cotton as men never did so
fast in their lives before and put It
back into the cans, for had that fool
monkey dropped from aloft into It he
would have blown the ship to king-
dom come. They got it o of the way
without disaster, but f ' everal hours
that creature sat up th picking gun
cotton from himself d throwing It
overboard. As I ss the episode
twould have been comical had It not
"been fraught with so much danger. It
might have been "another sea mys-
tery but It was not. Stanley Du Bols
la Los Angel Times.

He bears misery best who hides It
saost. Shakespeare.

Perils the Modern Warship Men Do
Not Have to Face.

One of the dangers and one of the
hardest tasks of the man-of-war- 's man
vanished out of his life when, with the
supplanting of the frigate by the steam
cruiser, the old time sail drill became
a thinf of the past. Fleets In the old
days were continually exercised la
making and shortening sail, shifting
spars and all similar maneuvers aloft,
says Captain J. W. Gambier of the
British navy In his "Links In My Life."
As the greatest rivalry existed among
the crews as to which ship should
carry out tha evolution first accidents
were frequent Hardly a drill day
passed without men being seriously in
jured.

Once during a drill In Kiel harbor.
where the rivalry iu the licet was In
creased by the eagerness of foreign
ships to compete wiia the English, an
unfortunate French midoLomati went
head first from the mi."ca crosstre?.- -

of the French Sagsb.jp to the deck
That numbers cf accidents should

take place in sail drill was rot aston
ishing when on? remembers that spars
measuring perhaps seventy or eighty
feet long and weighing two or three
tons were whisked about with be
wildering jrrctHl with nothing but
mens imttus r.r.d brums to guide
them; hundreds cf i::c:i rammed into
a space of a f?w knr'drod square feet,
where nothing but the most marvelous
organization and discipline could avert
death on tie;!; cr nloft.

: To the lardsma::, who understood
nothing cf the d'Hiculty involved in
rapidly shifting these great masts and
yards or in reeling and furling thou
sands of souare feet of stiff canvas
perhaps wet or half frozen the rapid
Ity with which it was done was per
haps the chief wonder.

Ropes, running like lightning through
blocks that were instantly too hot from
friction to be touched, had to
checked to within a few inches, requir
ing the utmost coolness and presence
of mind, while the officer in com-
mand had to superintend what to the
uninitiated looked like a tangled mass
of cordage, but which was In reality
no more in confusion than the threads
in a loom.

In an instant this officer might see
something going wrong. To delay a
single second meant a terrible catas
trophe. Every one, alow and aloft,
was relying on his judgment.

"Belay! Ease awayl"
The order came in an instant The

boatswain's mates repeated it in a
particular call which this life and
aeatn necessity soon taugnr. every one
to understand, the shrill whistles rising

. . .

of the great sails In the wind. Death
had been averted or not If not you
looked up and saw some unfortunate
man turning head over heels In the
air. Your heart stood still. Would iie f

catch hold of something, even If only
to break his fall, or would he come
battering on the deck? It was a mere
toss up. If he was killed outright It
generally stopped the drill for the
day; If he was only seriously injured
the drill went on, for this was part
of the lesson that must be learned
that In peaca, as in war, one must take
his chances.

A Short Verse.
An Englishman named Thomas

Thorp died, leaving his fortune to a
poor relative on condition that a head
stone, with the name of the said
Thomas Thorp and a verse of poetry.
be erected over the grave. Costing
so much a word to chisel letters on
the stone, the poor relative ordered
that the poetry should be brief. Upon
his refusal to approve, on account of
their length, the line

Here lies the corp
Of Thomas Thorp

the following was finally ordered and
accepted:

Thorp's
Corpae.

The Gingerbread Tree.
There Is a species of palm, growing

to a height of from twenty --five to thir-
ty feet, In Egypt, Arabia, Abyssinia:!
and Nubia which produces its fruit in
long clusters, each containing from
100 to 200. These fruits are of an
Irregular form, of a rich yellowish
urowu coior anu are ueauuiuny poi- -

lshed. In upper Egypt they form part
of the food of the poorer classes of In-

habitants, the part eaten being the
fibrous, mealy busk, which tastes al-

most exactly like gingerbread, whence
the popular name of gingerbread tree
In Egypt. Hyphoene thebalca Is the
botanical name of this palm.

How It Struck Him.
It was 5 o'clock in the afternoon, in

a crowded Brooklyn trolley car, and
above the noise arose the walls of a
leather lunged baby protesting against
everything. After two miles of this

ln the mother left with her child,
when a young man In the front end
of the car thus expressed his senti-
ments:

Gee wWi! I'm dad I'm free!
No wedding: bells for me.

The result can be more easily imag-
ined than described. New York Post.

Women and Ships,
"But, Mr. Mainbrace. why do they

always call a ship she?"
"Lor', miss, you wouldn't ask that

ef you'd ever tried to steer one." Kan-
sas City Independent.

On the Safe Side.
"In the matter of drinking," mused

the philosopher with the Impresslon- -
iattt. nose, "be sure yon ar right and
you won't et a head." Philadelphia
Record.

"
The man to whom you owe money

nTr rests. Atchison Globe.

council in the matter of having the
drain ditch that runs along the north- -
ern boundary of the Bell Lumber
Company's plant, properly tiled, and
said that if the city would have the
work done his company would pay
half of the cost, and was assured the
matter would be given due consider-
ation.

The following opinion of the city
attorney relative to the right of the
city to levy and collect a privilege
tax from persons soliciting laundry in
this city and sending same to another
city to be done up, was read and or
dered spread on the minutes:

"Columbus, Miss., Jan. S. 1909
"To the Mayor and City Council oi

the City of Columbus:
"Gentlemen: Answering the sev

eral questions submitted to me for
official opinion, I make reply as fol- -
jow, n the

'1st. Has the city council the le
gal authority to impose a tax upon
the privilege of carrying on, engaging
in or practicing any trade, business,
profession, occupation or calling in
this city, which the State does not
tax? In other words, can the council
legally tax and license any trade, bus
iness, profession, etc., which is not
taxed and licensed by law as embrac
ed in the code, chapter 114, on 'Priv
ilege Taxes,' or the laws mandatory
thereof?

I answer the above question un
hesitatingly in the affirmative, and
for my authority I cite subdivision
nine (y) ot section zi ot the city
charter, the first sentence of which
contains the authority. It reads:
'To levy and collect taxes on all priv
lieges taxable by the laws of this
State, and vpon the privilege of car
rjiug tn, engaging in or practicing
any ether trade, business, profession,
occupation or calling in said city, and
to license, tax and regulate every pro--

fession, trade, occupation, business,
calling or m-.t- ns of living which may
De practieed engaged in or followed

K Ga cr ons in said citv
The onlv limitation prescribed is
'Tliat the taX imlosed uPn Privileges
wnicn are laxea Dy me laws oi iuis
Stxte shall not exceed fifty per cent
of the State tax on the same privi
lege.'

"To the
"2nd. Has the council the legal

authority under the charter of the
city above cited to impose a privilege
tax on agents for laundries located
outside of the State? In other words,
would such tax be in conflict with
and in violation of the commercial
clause of the federal constitution?

"My answer is, that the Council has
such right and that its exercise would
not be in contravention of the inter-
state commerce clause of the federal
constitution. In support of this opin-
ion I rely on and cite section 257 et
seq. of the recently issued work, en-

titled 'McQuillin Municipal Ordi
nances.' It holds, and gives the rea
son why, agents doing business in a
State for laundries located in another
State may be taxed, viz., 'The making
of such contracts is held to be a mere
incident of the business transacted,
and not commerce in and of itself.'
And it cites as authority for such
Smith vs. Jackson, 103 Tenn. 47, L.
R. A. 416. The facts of this last case
are 'on all fours ?ith those presented
by your questiois, and it holds that
'an agent of a laundry in one State
who collects garments and sends
them out of the State to be washed
and laundered, and afterward rede
livprs thprn to thpir owners, is not
engaged in commerce so as to be pro
tected aerainst the privilege tax im
posed on his occupation.'

"Beard, J., in delivering the opin-
ion of the court in Smith vs. Jack-
son, supra, cites Paul vs. Virginia, S

Wall 168, and says: 'Said laundry
contracts, like those made by resi-

dent agents representing insurance
companies located in another State,
are simply personal contracts, based
on a valuable consideration having
no element of a commercial transac-
tion falling within the protection of
the commerce clause of the federal
constitution.' The case, says Beard,
J., is clearly distinguished from that
of State vs. Scott, 98 Tenn 234, 36
L. R. A. 461. There the enlarged
pictures, made by and the property of
the Chicago artist, sent into this
State (Tennessee) to be paid for by
one of its citizens, was a valuable
article, and the transaction between
the parties by which the ownership
was changed, was one of interstate
commerce.

"In view of the foregoing cited
authorities I have proceeded to and
have prepared the accompanying
draft of an ordinance for adoption by
the council. Respectfully submitted,

E. T. Sykes, City Attorney."
The following ordinance offered by

Councilman Steen and seconded by

tnis ordinance take errect and be in
force ten days after its adoption.

"Adopted this the Mh day of Jan-
uary, 1909."

On motion the judgment and cot
in the case of Mrs. Lilly Mf rs vs.
the City of Columbus, Mis.. was al-

lowed and ordered paid, subject to
check.

On motion, the treasurer was or-

dered to refund L. Hoseawfi? A: Bro.
the sum of ? 10.00. same being exevs
privilege tax paid by said firm for a
peddler.

On motion, it was ordered that all
churches using the city water in oper-
ating their organs be furnished such
water free.

Weaver by Steen: That the mat-
ter of tiling the drain ditch on the
north side of the property of the Bell
Lumber Company be referred to the
street committee for Investigation, to
ascertain the cost and report at the
next regular meeting. So ordered.

A letter from the Chattano-ac-

Boiler & Tank Co. in regard to a
stand pipe was read and ordered filed,

An estimate for repairs of the L :- -

apalila fire en trine bv the American j

La France Fire Enuir. Co. was read
ordered filed, and the matter reierr i j

to the fire committee ;or lave-- : -i

i

tion.
The following acco-mt- s w, tr.

allowed and ordered paid:
Fire Department Littleton Co..

plug and repairs brieVe snap. $!.'';
Kilpatrick & Snell, oats and bran.
$17.65; H. Roberts & Co.. two dus-
ters, $1.00; Weaver & Harrington,
oil, S5c; Miss. Vet. Hospital, atten-
tion bay horse, $i.0; Hanks Hard-
ware Co., harness oil and sash cord,
$1.30; J. H. Steven.; & Son. two
brooms. $1.00.

Water Works Banks Hardware
Co.,- - 13 pounds nails, r2c: Nation..'
Meter Co., meter parts, $ I .T.". ; H.
C. Starbuck, refd water rtrt, $ . ;

Jacobs, F. M.. pipe. Ts etc., $!.' ' :

Jacobs, F. M., sundry fittings. $ .
" :

Ahrens & Ott Mfg. Co., copper ball
and stem, 4 7c; Ahrens & Ott Mfg.
Co., furnice pot and ladel. $4.23: Co-

lumbus Hdw. & Far. Co.. three hand-
les, 4 5c; Corono Coal v Iron Co..
cember account, subk-e- t to check:
Rogers & Doyn, meter boe. $U."";
Weaver & Harrington, glass cutter
and castor oil, 00c.

Incidentals Holmes of Mississippi,
blank privilege licenses. $27.3; Van- -

diver, M. C, stamps, express, ttc.
$6.40; Robertson & Co.. brooms.
40c; Guyton Printing Co., 10.0 cir
culars (fire works). $2.Z; Lob Va
riety Store, mop, 2 3c; Kilpatrick 1--

Snell, bran and oats for police. $7. '.;
Winston-Harri- s Hdw. Co.. 7 joints.
pipe and lock. $1.30; Childers. L H..
repairs roof of city hall. $4.3o; Ii-I-bi- ss,

L. B., dater and ink pad. "Joe;
Columbus Dispatch. 1 " kt'er heads
for marshal, $4.00; Columbus Hdw.
& Fur. Co., drawer pulls, 13c; Wca- -

ver & Harrington, ink. carbo: i

type paper, $o.3'; Weaver Har-
rington, disinfectants, $1.73: Co'. am-

bus Dispatch, notice of election and
tickets. $119: Littleton A: Co. re-

pairs mail box, 23c: Columbus Com
mercial, notice election, $3.0 7.

Streets Stevens Son. oil. 73c;
Franklin & Co.. salt. $!."; Colum-
bus Hdw. & Fur. Co., 4 collar pais.

1.40; weaver i: Harrington. s:ock
powder and liniment, $2.".; Jacobs,
C. H., repairs carts and tools, $13.23;
Winn, P. L., shoeing mule, $1.00;
Winston-Harri- s Hdw. Co., two parrs
saw handles, 50c: Columbus Carria
Works, shoeing, $2.00; Jacob. F. M.
repairs road machine, $10.00; Wal
ker, J. L. & Co., corn, oats, $1.S3;
Cheatham, R. E., lumber, $7.79; Bell
Lumber Co., tiling, $26.24.

Schools Long. Mrs. H., insurance
premium, $26.00; Robertson &: Co.,
brooms Union Academy, $1.73; Co
lumbus Hdw. & Fur. Co.. two desks
B. M. School, $23.00; Foote-Dav- is

& Co., pay certificate book, $11.10;
Columbus Hdw. & Fur. Co.. step lad-
der and rake, $3.00; Cumberland
Telephone Co., two phones, $4.00;
Kilpatrick & Snell, four brooms for
Franklin Academy, $1.60.

Lights Hunt. D. A., Installing me-

ters, $27.16; Columbu3 Ry. L. & P.
Co., general account, $6S3.97; fire
department, $22.14; stable?, $3.S4;
city hall, $35.34.

The account of E. C. Campbell,
laying cement sidewalks, amounting
to $1,402.S4, was allowed, subject
to check of the mayor and street corn- -
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